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biting winds and the constant sight of arid plains
and monotonous hills, had also done good in
hardening and acclimatizing the climbers. Too
much physical exertion at these high altitudes is
apt to detract from, rather than increase, their
fitness and Bruce, therefore, encouraged them
to ride rather than walk most of the way. But
they had walked quite enough to keep themselves
fit and were now eager to tackle the mountain
in that short interval, of about three weeks only,
between the excessive cold of winter and the ad-
vent of the monsoon, when alone it is assailable.
Just by one narrow strip in space and for one
short moment in timers the mountain vulnerable.
But at that point in'space and that moment in
time she is vulnerable. And there and then the
assailants meant to press home to the utmost
of their strength.
What they had to aim at was getting two tiny
tents carried up the North Face to some niche
near the North-East Ridge at a height of 27,000
feet. If that could be done, then four climbers
could sleep the night there, and issuing forth
on the following morning have a good chance of
covering the remaining 2000 feet to the summit.
More than 2000 feet from the summit they were
unlikely to be able to do in one day. The rate
at which climbers can ascend diminishes rapidly
as altitude increases. So the crux of the situa-
tion was the capacity of porters to carry two
tents with sleeping-bags, provisions and light
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